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Motes and guidance

Please round all figures to nearest £,
Do not leave any boxes blank and report £0 or nil balances. All figures

must agree to the underlying financial recerds for the relevant year.

Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year as recorded in
the financial records. Must agree to line 7 of the previous year.

re;mbursement of oui-of- pocket expenses

Total amount of income received/receivable in the year from local

taxation (precept) or lavy/contribution from principal bodies.

Total income or receipts recorded in the cashbook minus amounts

included in line 2. Includes support dlscrehonary and revenue grantq

Total expendlture or payments made to and on behalf of all emplovees.
Include salaries and wages, taxable allowances, PAYE and NI {employees
and emplayers), pension contributions and termination costs. Exclude

Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest {mdu during the
year on external borrowing (if any).

Total expendlture ar paymaents as recorded in the cashbook minus staff
costs (fine 4) and {oan interest/capital repaymcn%s (Ime Sj

Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must equal {1+243) -

income and expendlture accounts oniy' Enter the value of debts owed

to the body at the vmr end.

All accounts: The sum of all eurrent and deposit bank accounts, cash
holdings and investments held at 31 March. This must

agree with the reconciled cashbook balance as per the bank
reconciliation.

income and expenditure accounts enly: Enter the value of monies owed
hy the body (exce nt bor rowmg) at the year end

-~

(=) Balances carried

forward

Total fxed assets
and long-term
#5508

Total borrowing

Total balances should equal Hine 7 above: Enter the total of (849-10).

»

The asset and investment register vatue of all fixed assets and any olher
long-term assets held as at 31 March,

The Gu‘rstandmg capital balance as at 31 March of all loans from third

Year ending
31 March 31 March
2023 2024
1d expendituveirecelpts and paymenis
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0 0
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3452 6670
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Annual Governance Statement

We acknowledge as the members of the Council, our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of

internal control, including the preparation of the accounting statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and
helief, with respect to the accounting statements for the year ended 31 March 2024, that;

YES' means that the Council:

1. We have put in place arrangements for;

s effeclive financial management during the year; and

= fhe preparation and approval of the accounting
&&alemcnts

2 Wu h']V(—‘ rair ﬂamed an adequaie %ystem of mternaf
control, including measures designed to prevent and
detect fraud and corruption, and reviewed its
r«\riec liveness,

3. We have lakeﬁ all reasonabie steps to assure oumelves

that there are no matters of actual or potential non-
compliance with laws, regulations and codes of practice
that could have a significant financial effect on the ability
of tllc Counmi o conduct is business or on |ts f inances.

i
i
i

4. We have piov:ded proper opportunity for the axarcise of
electors’ righls in accordance with the requirements of
the Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014,

\g\

Properly sels its budget and
manages ils money and prepares
and approves its accounting
slatements as prescribed by law.

Made proper arrangements and
accepted responsihility for
safeguarding the public money and
resources inits rharge

LY

Has only done things that |t has ihe
legal power to do and has
conformed to codes of practice and |
standards in the way it has done so.

6,7

Has given all parsons interested the
epportunily to inspect the body's
accounts as sel aut in the notice of
audit.

. We hdve carned out an assessmen[ of the nsks facing

the Council and laken appropriate steps to manage
those risks, incfuding the introduction of internal contrals
“lndf'tl! extemal m%urance cover where rec;u:red

of internal audit of the accounting records and cenirol
systems lhroughout the year and have received a report
from the internal auditor.

7. Wo have c,omlciered whether any lltﬁqat fon, £|ab|i|t|es or
cammitments, events or transactions, occurring sither
during or afler the year-end, have a financial impacst on
lhe Council and, where aporopriate, have included them
on khe accounnnc; Stﬁtements

8. We have iaken appropriate ac‘uon on all matiers ratsed
inn previous reports from internal and exlermat audit,

4, Trust funds — The Council acts as sole trustes for and is

responsible for managing trust fund(s)/assets. We
exclude frangsactions related 1o these trusts from ths
Aecounting Statement. In our capacity as lrustes, we
have discharged our responsibility in relation to the
aecountability for the fund(s) including firancial reporting
and |f requlred |ndep:=nd9nt exammatlon oF audlt

Wa hewe maintained an adequate and effective system

\\ ?\9\ \\

No

properiy

risks it faces in the operation of the
body and has dealt with them

Arranged for a competeﬁi person,
independent of the financial controls
and procedures, to give an objective
view on whether these meet the
needs of the body

“

Disclosed everylhlng 1t siwuid have
about its business during the year .
including events taking place after
the year-end if relevant.

NIA

/

extel nal audltom

Considered and taken appropriate
action to address
issuesiweaknesses brought to ils
attention by both the inlernal and

Has met all of its responsibilities
where it is a sole managing truslee
~of a local trust or trusts.

Considered the financial and other

6, 8,23

3.8

F’leqt;e provide explanations to the exterpat auéxtol oh a "epalate heei for eauh no' response given; and de%crlbc wha acuon is

being taken o address the weaknesses identified.




Additional disclosure notes*

The following information is provided to assist the reader to understand the accounting sfatement andior the Annual
Governance Statement

1. Expenditure under $137 Local Government Act 1872 and 52 Local Government Act 2000
Section 137(1) of the 1972 Act permits the Council to spend on activities for which it has no other specific powers if the
Council considers that the expenditure is in the interests of, and will bring direct benefit to, the area or any part of it, or ali or
some of its inhabitants, providing that the benefit is commensurate with the expenditure. Section 137(3) also perfnits the
Council to incur expenditure for certain charitable and other purposes, The maximum expenditure that can be incurred under
both section 137(1} and {3) for the financial year 2023-24 was £9.93 per elector.

I 202324, the Council made paymentis tolalling £300 under section 137. These payments are included within ‘Other
payments' in the Accounting Statement.

"

2.
3 '
i

" Include here any additional disclosures the Council considers necessary o aid the reader's undersianding of the accounting
statement andf/or the annual governance statement.

Council approval and certification

The Council is responsible for the preparation of the accounting statements and the annual governance statement in accordance
with the requireiments of the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 (the Act} and the Accounls and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014,

Carification by the RFO

| ceviily that the accounting statements contained in this Annual
Return present fairly the financial position of the Councll, and its
income and expendifure, or properly present receipts and
paymenls, as the case may be, for the year ended

31 March 2024,

¢ BP0 signatuve: Chair signature:
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minute reference:

(oate o2 bjressy o |F

Approval by the Council
{ confirm that these accounting statements and Annual
Governance Statement were approved by the Councit under

Minuteref:  A.yy. 2R . ob. 24

Date:

LB leb)ese



Archwilio Cymru

Audit Wales

Auditor General’s report and audit opinion

| certify that | have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March
2024 of Spittal Community Council. My audit has been conducted on behalf of the Auditor
General for Wales and in accordance with the requirements of the Public Audit (Wales) Act
2004 (the 2004 Act) and guidance issued by the Auditor General for Wales.

Audit opinion: Unqualified

Except for the matters reported below in my Basis for Qualification, on the basis of my audit,
in my opinion no matters have come to my attention to give cause for concern that, in any
material respect, the information reported in this Annual Return:

. has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices;

. that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have not been met;

° is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and

. that the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure economy,
efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources.

Other matters and recommendations

| draw the Council’s attention to the following matters and recommendations which do not
affect my audit opinion but should be addressed by the Council:

Minor error in Accounting Statement

There is a minor rounding error in the Accounting Statement. We recommend that the
Council checks the arithmetic and consistency of the Accounting Statement prior to
approval.

There are no further matters | wish to draw to the Council’s attention.

Q{ V?SJL {V e Date: 13/11/2024

Deryck Evans, Audit Manager, Audit Wales
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales

Page 1 of 1 - Auditor General’s report and audit opinion - please contact us in Welsh or
English / cysylltwch & ni'n Gymraeg neu’n Saesneg.



Annual internal audit report to:
Name of body: | = Pt e L .

The Counail's internal audit, acting independently and on the basis of an assessment of risk,
has included carrying out a selective assessment of compliance with relevant procedures and controls expected
to be in operation during the financial year snding 31 March 2024,

The internal audit has been carried out in accordance with the Council’s needs and planned coverage. On the basis of
the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised

in this table, Set out below are the objectives of internal control and the internal audit conclusions an whether,

in all significant respects, the following control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a
standard adeguate to meet the needs of the Council.

Agreed?

Yes MNo* N/ Not
covered™

Outline of work undertaken as part of
1 the internal audit (NB not required if

detailed internal audit report presented
to body)

1. Appropriate books of account have
i haen property kept throughout the /
VEar,

%, Financial regulations have been
met, payments were supported by
; invoices, expenditure was approved

| and VAT was appropriately /
LG ited for, -

4. The body assessed the significant
risls 1o achieving its objectives and
reviewed the adequacy of /

i arrangements o manage ihese.

4, The annual precept/levyiresource
demand reguirement resuited from
an adequate budgstary process,
progress agalnst the budget was / .
regulary monilored, and reserves
were appropriate.

Expectad income was fully

received, hased on correct prices,

i property racorded and promptly
banked, and VAT was appropriately
accounted for,

e

& Pelty cash paymenls were properly
suppoited by receipts, expendiiure

was approved and VAT f’.’ /

appropriatsly accounted for,

7. Salaries to employees and
allowancas lo members were paid
in acordance with minuted
approvals, and PAYE and NI
requirements were properly applied. ] N
%, Assel and invesimeni registers .
were complete, accurate, and /
propetly maintained. ) . L




Agreed? Outline of work undertaken as pari of
e LTI T the internal audit (NB not requirad i
detailed internal audit report presented
to body)

Yes No* MNIA Mot
covered™

9. F’ei lodlc and yeafwend bank account
reconciliations were propetly carried /
out

14, Accountmg statements prepared
during the year were prepared on
the correct accounting basis
{receipts and paymeantsfincome and
expenditutre), agreed with the
cashbook, were supporied by an e
adequate audit trail from underlying | &
records, and where appropriale,
deblors and creditors ware properly
TPCUI(IQ(i

11, Teust fund‘* (!nciudlng chariiable
%mbls) The Council has met ifs /

ponslbalit fes as a trustee.

LR SR —— PO

Fm‘ any nsk areas ldenﬂfled by the Council {list any other risk areas befow or on separate sheets if needed) adequate
c:ontm!s exasted

Yes No* NIA Not the I?‘lfeﬁ"‘ﬂal audit (Nﬁ not requited iF
.. | detailed internal audit report prdsented
covered
o e n , to body)
12, _

13

14,

Agreed? Outtine of work undertak@n as pait af

*If lhe response is ‘no’, please state the imphcatmns and action besng taken to address any wealkness in control edentsfled

{add separate shests if needed).

*if the response is ‘ot covered', please state when the most recent intermnal audit work was done in this area and when it is next
nlanned, or If coverage is not required, injernal audit musl expiain why not.

My detailed flndings and recommendations which | draw to the altention of the Council are inciuded in my detailed reporito the
Council daled ] * Delete if no report prepared.

S

internal audit confirmation

Iiwe confirm Lhat as the Council's internal auditor, l/we have not been involved in a management or administrative role within the
nody (including preparation of the accounts) or as a mermber of the body during the financial years 2022-23 and 2023-24. | also
sontirm that there are no conflicts of interest surrounding my appointment.

f Na-mw- of person wha carried ouf the internai audit: v lvs 6 D Thﬂm,avé‘y
iqmtun. of person wha carried out the mtemai audit: (-) [m
VT (1 _ ;‘{/()//1{4

i
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